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Makefiles.India’s special relationship with African countries is a continuing
source of marvel. It goes back to the days of the late British Prime Minister,
Winston Churchill, when India was a British colony. "It has been said that
Britain is the mother of all countries," Churchill once said. "India is the mother
of all countries and Africa is the step-mother." It was that very remark, and
some decades later, that inspired Indian President, Rajiv Gandhi, to forge a
special association with African leaders. The building of a relationship with
African leaders has been the signature policy of the Indian Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh. It is with great pride, that the people of India, and
especially the African people have watched President Obama address the
Congress in Washington on Feb 15. The speech was aimed at building ties
between America and India, and the leaders of all the African countries. It was
a great occasion. The Indian government had allocated Rs 72 crore for the
arrangements, which included air fare, food and accommodation for President
Obama and First Lady, Michelle. Obama and her entourage had to stay in a
luxury hotel close to the capital, Washington, DC. It cost the government
around $20,000 per diem. Why, and how, did India decide to spend money on
an American President, that is an altogether different story. Back to the
speech itself, Dr Singh was at his best in welcoming President Obama, a
former adversary, to India. The President arrived in Delhi on Feb 9. The Prime
Minister invited him to India, the first ever visit of an American president to
India. The Indian media, of course, made the most of it. The Indian Herald ran
a photo of a smiling President Obama in the Congress building, with the
caption "President elect Barack Obama's first visit to India. It was a fairy tale
beginning." The paper went on to describe the beginning of "a dreamy
dream" that Obama, "the American president-elect
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